Serum thyroglobulin--its measurement and clinical use.
Radioimmunoassays (RIA) have been shown to be unreliable in measuring serum thyroglobulin levels in patients with antithyroglobulin antibodies. The aim of this study was twofold. Firstly to compare the abilities of two immunoradiometric assays (IRMA), one commercially available, the other an 'in house' assay, with a conventional RIA. In addition the prognostic value of serum thyroglobulin levels in patients likely to relapse following a course of antithyroid drugs for Graves' disease was examined. The results obtained showed both of the IRMA methods to be unaffected by the presence of antithyroglobulin antibodies. Serum thyroglobulin levels were found to be poor predictors of relapse or remission following a 12 month course of antithyroid drugs.